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were held by the lower part,* of moving th greenish-grey china vase with cracked glaz< which was to stand on one of the consoles i black wood and Buhl marqueterie; and how h thought anxiously about the candle ornaments c gilt crystal, which were only to be arranged afte the candelabra had been put up in the whit drawing-room. In 1846 and 1847, his letters ar instinct with the passion of the confirmed collectoi who has no thought beyond his bric-a-brac. Hi excitement is intense because Madame Hanska ha discovered that a tea service in his possession i real Watteau, and because he has had the " in credible good fortune " to find a milk jug and sugar basin to match it exactly. When w remember that the man who thus expresses hi delight was in the act of writing "Les Parent Pauvres," and of evoking scenes of touchin, pathos and gloomy horror, we are once mor amazed at the extraordinary versatility of Balzac: mind and genius.
The deep thinker, the pessimistic believer in th omnipotence of vice and in the helpless sufferinj of virtue, who drags to light what is horrible fron among the dregs of the people, seems to hav nothing in common with the charming, playfu figure of " le vieux Bilboquet," who gave Madam< Hanska's daughter and her son-in-law a big plac< in his heart, and was never jealous when, avowedb for their sakes, his wishes, feelings, and healtl
* " Correspondence," vol. ii. p. 337,